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Traditional forms of water management and their cultural and social
dimensions in the Aurés region

The Inoughissen region (Zlatou North) as a case study.
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Abstract;

This study seeks to explore the relationship between the inhabitants of the Aurés
region and water resources, through a sample drawn from the northern Zlato hamlet,
located on the western slopes of Mount Chelia. At the same time, the study aims to reveal
that this mountain community is a segmentary society, even in its relationship with water.
Water appears as a horizon for communication with authority and social hierarchy, meaning
that power has always governed water from ancient times to the present day. Water thus
represents the stake by which all levels of social organization are measured.

Although customary procedures precede water distribution governed in this region
by a precise traditional system that includes clear rules for dividing water among families
and lineages the actual right to water is not merely a legal or customary matter. It is rather a
direct outcome of the social actor’s ability to protect and defend that right. Moreover,
real ownership of water remains subject to ongoing competition and to the outcomes of
relationships of power and solidarity. In other words, access to water rights presupposes the
possession of the power necessary to defend them.

Keywords: Aurés, water resources, segmentary society, power, social organiza[ion.
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