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Abstract:

Through this research paper, we aim to examine fanzasia as a shared heritage along
the Tunisian-Algerian border, based on the findings of a field investigation we conducted in
the eastern border area between Tébessa (Algeria) and the neighboring region of El Kef
(Tunisia). The central question guiding this study is whether fantasia can truly be considered
a common cultral heritage between these two regions. Adopting an anthropological
approach, we reached several key findings. Chief among them is the mosaic nature of the
fantasia field, which intersects with multiple heritage domains — notably popular
imagination and intangible cultural heritage on one hand, and traditional folk medicine
related to animals on the other. In addition, fantasia encompasses traditional crafts and
artistic productions linked to its accessories and equipment.Italso represents a historical and
identity-bearing domain, deeply infused with the specific characteristics and historical
features of local communities. Moreover, fantasia is a gendered field in which traditional
horsemanship is practiced according to gender distinctions.

Ultimately, fantasia emerges as a shared heritage that reflects both commonalities
and differences between the two regions particularly in the types of equestrian clothing
worn by riders and horses, the forms of games performed, and the gender of the participants.
Keywords: Fantasia, shared heritage, cultural traits, cultural diffusion, acculturation,

intercultural exchange.
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