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The anthropology of dress: A semiotic functional Approach to Women's

traditional costume in laghouat
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Abstract;

This research paper aims to examine the traditional costume of women in laghouat,
from an anthropological perspective that integrates both functionalist and semiotic
approaches; the traditional costume is considered a cultural indicator and a non-verbal
communication tool, that reflects the cultural and social identity of individuals and groups,
as well as a medium through which collective beliefs and values, are revealed. This is
explored through the symbolic meanings and connotations conveyed by the costume in
both everyday and ritual practices, based on a set of material characteristics specific to each
garment;, such as color, fabric type, origin of acquisition, and the occasion for which it is
worn, along with its changing functions across different cultural and social contexts; the
study is situated within the broader objective of documenting the elements of traditional
women’s costume in laghouat, especially in light of socio-cultural changes experienced by
the local community; to achieve its objectives, the study adopts a qualitative methodology,
utilizing interviews with elderly women, alongside photographic archives from the colonial
era that depict the traditional attire in its original form; The research particularly focuses on
clothing elements that carry strong symbolic meanings related to values, beliefs, and

mechanisms of social control and authority.
Keywords: dress, traditions, function, semiotic, rites.
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