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Abstract:

Fantasia, or horse display, with its various names, retains the same meaning and
value as it is one aspect of Algerian identity. It is a cultural celebratory ritual that varies in its
forms and reflects the long cultural and historical heritage of the country. The origins of
fantasia date back to ancient times, extending over a long history. Through this research
paper, we addressed the rituals of diverse religious and celebratory occasions where fantasia
is present in Algeria during national events and holidays, such as Independence Day and the
anniversary of the glorious Algerian revolution, wedding ceremonies, and other occasions,
while attempting to reveal the symbolic and functional dimensions that fantasia plays in
enhancing national spirit and recalling the history of the Algerian people. Fantasia plays a
prominent role in preserving cultural heritage and passing it on to future generations, where
youth learn these arts from their ancestors and participate in traditional performances. Here,
fantasia transcends being mere entertainment displays to become one of the pillars of
identity, thus expressing traditional values of Algerian society such as courage, nobility,
generosity, and sacrifice
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