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Abstract:

This study aims to provide an in-depth exploration of one aspect of tangible cultural
heritage embodied in ancient cities, with a focus on the old core of "Khenqa Sidi Naji" as the
main case study. This exploration is conducted through an anthropological analysis of the
city's origin and development, relying on archaeological landmarks that are integral to the
city's fabric. The study raises questions about the relationship between these landmarks and
the social imagination of the local population, and how this imagination contributes to
shaping a cultural vision of the city's past and present.The research examines how the local
community interacts with this ancient city and its ability to adapt to social and cultural
transformations. By examining the city's past, the study seeks to understand the foundations
on which it was built and the role these ancient cities play in preserving the region's cultural
identity. It also explores ways to leverage this heritage as a tool for economic and tourism
development. From this perspective, the study presents a model that can benefit
policymakers and those interested in cultural heritage preservation, serving as a means for

sustainable development in the Aurés region.

Keywords: The city, the ancient city, the imagination, the heritage, the culture.
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