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Abstract

This study explores the ongoing conflict between Reform
Judaism and Orthodox Judaism over the definition of Jewish
identity in the modern era. It analyzes the ideological foundations
of both movements and highlights their divergent approaches to
Jewish laws and rituals, especially concerning the Sabbath, dietary
codes, intermarriage, and women’s status. Orthodox Judaism
maintains a strict adherence to traditional law and ethnic
separation, while Reform Judaism embraces modernity and seeks
religious and social integration. The research shows how these
differences have escalated into an institutional struggle over
religious authority and legal influence, particularly within the
State of Israel, where Orthodox control dominates. At the core of
this tension lies the unresolved question: “Who is a Jew?”, as both
sides present conflicting criteria for conversion and inclusion. The

study concludes that the debate reflects a deeper divide between
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religious conservatism and theological reform within the Jewish
world.

Key words: The conflict, Identity, Reform, Judaism, Orthodox.
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