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An anthropological reading of the urban space in the Algerian city
the cultural imagination within the rural-urban dichotomy

Djillali Touati!, Mokhtar Rahab?
djillali.touati@univ_biskra.dz «8,Suy s doaxs daal> !

mokhtar.rahab@univ-msila.dz . aiuwdl dlus gy oo daals 2

2026/01/01 : yll s 2025/11/12 :Jgall s 2025/10/09 :a3ad! syl

‘pakle
izl (0 Jgidin G s LaaS &5l dpuedl L) 2t Il 385001 s da gLl
lBled Ladg ldag «(5y31 855 Lpaztl 9 5,5 Ll A8LELL Oemdn Yliga Jiny sl
Byl Alaadl g 8pdliadl dAasdall Gilol Blaradly 31,2508 meall Lialsg U8y <yl
& Aparadl Zepuall Huadl Ahael) il luddl Glus e atal sl § sl cLaalls
dl sgsadll 9 Sluadlls woldl dage Hliay JI5Y ) cllaadl @uall Hleaadl (po fylell
Blag (e adlaadl Al clog il by @ clelidly Baatly o) JlasleSl el
Age iy ol OISl § pugume 3805 6,581 (2 Dot G Sliaudl 38 ] sleazed|

Agaedl caeys alileay Bpallall Gedimy (eass €Y1 g oLl (o Jax Les
Bl Jlsll (Graxll sbaall duaedl (il idelide olelS

Abstract:
This paper addresses the issue of the Algerian city as an urban space occupied by a society that
lives a fantasy fraught with rural and urban culture, according to the current contexts, We used an

ethnographic approach using two tools direct observation and free-form interview, as the urban

space in Algeria has expanded at the expense of the spaces surrounding the old cities, which are
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steeped in history from the old, dilapidated architecture that still struggles with the elements of
history, such as kasbahs and palaces, to the colonial heritage that adheres to the buildings that are
associated with successive rural migrations from the aftermath of colonization to the 1990s The
urban space in Algeria has expanded at the expense of the spaces surrounding the old cities, which
are still struggling with the elements of history, such as kasbahs and palaces, to the colonial heritage
that adheres to the buildings that are associated with successive rural migrations from the aftermath
of colonisation to the 1990s, which also witnessed a significant influx of population towards the
countryside, which made some researchers and academics describe the phenomenon as a process of
.urbanization of the city .

Keywords: countryside; city ; urban space ;imagination; culture.
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