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Local News in the Digital Environment: A Semiological Study of a Sample of Tar State Fire Images
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Abstract:

The research problem of local news in the digital context is analyzed through a group of images of
fires in the Algerian wilaya of El Tarf in order to know the news’ value of using digital images and
the dimensions achieved for local news as a result of this usage, in terms of examining the formal
and implicit connotations of images through the application of qualitative research through a
semiological study based on Roland Barth's tool, or approach for analyzing five digital images on
Facebook. The researcher reached a set of conclusions, most notably the formal connotations
represented by the use of the forest, trees, and the red, yellow, blue, black, and green colors. As for
the implicit connotations, they were interpreted as meanings of sadness, death, and danger versus
hope and life. Material and human losses, natural disasters, and civil and governmental solidarity.
As for the news value achieved, it is embodied in a number of elements; such as, clarification,
attractiveness, interest, and influence. Therefore, images are a multiple medium that is important
in influencing local news, as it makes it universal and enables it to combine the features of local,
national, and international news. It makes it an integrated piece of news, and the news dimensions
achieved are many, including the social dimension, the value dimension, the cognitive, the
emotional, the behavioral, and the orientation.

Keywords: news, local, image, digital, fires.
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