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Today's internet provides us with almost unconditional access to
information as well as an almost instantaneous ability to discuss various
societal topics. but if this combination seems to work for a form of
libertarian intellectual democratization, it is clear that it can also take
dramatic turns by organizing highly polarized and extreme debates, which
are in no way aimed at the search for the common good. in the face of the
emergence of many hypothetical debates running chaotically on social
networks or on press sites, some administrators have even decided to block
any form of comments as the ferocity of some comments struggles to serve
the public interest. in fact, the so-called “free” discussions are unable to
provide the minimum rules required to ensure the legitimacy of the process
of public deliberation among the individuals to be considered as well. this
set of ethical, technical, and intellectual rules can be found in Jirgen
Habermas's theory of deliberative democracy that forms the basis of debate
ethics. thus, after defining the nature of “free” debates and reviewing
habermas’ theory centered around a deliberative democratic model, we
shall see how it can be incorporated into new information and
communication technologies. (nict) in order to increase the quality of public
debate to the greatest number by proposing “structured” discussions of
hope at a time rarely heard in a saturated digital space. this is particularly
the case with the “citizen-oriented technologies” (civic technology) that
have recently appeared in the French political scene and that claim to
transcend the violence of “free” virtual debates through organized
collective exchanges. the “great national debate” organized in France by the
president of the republic in the wake of the yellow vests crisis as well as the
“real debate” launched by the latter to challenge the legitimacy of the
former will be an opportunity to consider hope, but also the limits of civil
technology on the basis of concrete examples.

Keywords: public debate, digital democracy, Habermas, debate ethics, civic
technology
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