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Abstract

This descriptive and analytical study operates from the
premise that youth are the leaders of the future and one of its
most vital components. The study's objectives are to identify
the importance and role of social media networks in society,
clarify the concept and nature of public taste, and then
ascertain the role that social media plays in distorting public
taste among university students.

The researcher used the survey method with a sample, as it is
appropriate for the nature of this research. A questionnaire was
also used, which included questions related to the research
topic and was applied to a sample of (375) male and female
students at the University of Babylon. The sample was selected
randomly and constitutes (30%) of the total research population
of (12,492) students. In addition, simple observation,
interviews, and the SPSS program were used to collect

information from students and analyze statistical data.
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Among the most prominent findings of the study are that
(52%) of the respondents believe that social networks have
become a substitute for traditional institutions. Additionally,
(80.3%) of respondents indicated that social media influencers
have a negative role in changing the concepts of public taste
among youth. Finally, (87.5%) of respondents confirmed that
publishing personal life details distorts the meaning of privacy
and negatively impacts public taste. The study concluded with
a set of recommendations that are in line with the nature of the
phenomenon under investigation.

Keywords: Social Networks, Distortion of Public Taste,
Youth, University, Iragi Society.
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