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Abstract:

The eloquence and inimitability (I’jaz) of the Holy Qur’an have long been central
themes for linguists and rhetoricians. This scholarly interest stems from the Qur’an's
unparalleled stylistic power and clarity, qualities unmatched by any other form of discourse.
Consequently, numerous treatises have been authored to illuminate the nature of its
inimitability and the distinctive features that set it apart. This tradition has persisted through
the modern era, exemplified by the scholar Mustafa Sadiq al-Rafi'i in his seminal work,
"The Inimitability of the Qur’an and Prophetic Eloquence." This article examines the
primary themes raised by al-Rafi'i, highlighting his core ideas regarding various facets of

inimitability, ranging from the scientific to the rhetorical (al-I’jaz al-Bayani). In his analysis
of the latter, al-Rafi'i explores several dimensions, including phonological aesthetics,




deome oS
stylistic nuances, and syntactical structures, thereby demonstrating the fundamental

characteristics that distinguish the Qur’anic style from all other modes of speech.
Keywords: The Qur’an, Inimitability (I’jaz), Rhetoric, Composition, Stylistics, Al-Rafi’i.
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