The Poetic Experience in Classical Arabic Critical Heritage

Revisions in Conceptualization and Methodology
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Abstract:
This research is based on the premise that there is a methodological problem in

classical Arabic criticism related to the aesthetic evaluation of poetry. This problem stems
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from a critical perspective incapable of grasping the essence of the poetic work as an
integrated and indivisible artistic value, as an embodiment of a profound emotional state. In
this state, language serves as a symbolic medium whose meanings transcend sociolinguistic
references, because poetic creation is inherently transcendent to the objective reality reflected
by collective consciousness.

Because classical Arabic critics were less concerned with the circumstances of
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poetic creation than with evaluating poetry by seeking meaning as an objective reference
point, addressing this ambiguity necessitates a re-examination of the methodology of classical
Arabic criticism. This methodology relied on aesthetic criteria governed by popular taste, and
the resulting obscurity and inconsistency continue to hinder the development of a mature
critical vision of classical Arabic poetry.
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