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Abstract:

The writing on Algerian biographies and biographical dictionaries in the 7th
century AH coincided with the movement of authoring and classifying books on the
classes of scholars and jurists. This movement expanded to cover most aspects of the
prevailing culture at the time. The book Unwan al-Diraya by Abu al-Abbas al-Ghubrini
stands as a unique landmark, documenting the notable figures of the 7th century AH in
Algeria. The author focused on documenting scientific and literary activities by
including a substantial number of scholars, jurists, and writers of his era and those who
preceded them. His work was not limited to Béjaia but extended to Andalusians and
Eastern scholars, detailing their sects, customs, and deaths. The book transcended mere
biographies, delving into the social, political, economic, and intellectual life of the time.
From this perspective, we explored the methodological issue in Al-Ghubrini's
documentation of his book's content, and the documentary and artistic values it holds,
revealing its historical and literary significance, as well as the cultural heritage
represented by biographical literature.
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