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The dialectic of resistance and loyalty among Sufi orders in Algeria during the nineteenth and

early twentieth centuries
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Abstract:

The zawiyas are among the most significant social phenomena
deserving attention, given the invaluable services they have provided to Islam
and their role in shaping an essential component of the sociological identity of
Algerian society. Despite the rising voices that belittle their value and historical
role—disregarding their contributions and viewing them as a means of decline
and backwardness—they continue to maintain their presence and perseverance,
safeguarding the foundations of this society during the colonial era.

To suppress this resistance led by Sufi orders and to control the course
of Algerian society, the French authorities confronted these orders using various
methods and strategies to disperse their ranks, dismantle their unity, and
uncover their secrets. This was particularly true as some individuals, whose
resolve had weakened and spirits faltered under the various forms of
intimidation and enticement employed by the colonial forces, succumbed to their
influence and became collaborators, justifying the heinous actions of the
occupiers against the nation and its heritage.
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