Uloe) b il 2SS By s bl e guaiil] il g2l

Paedophile psychic functioning: Clinical projective study. - Case Study -
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Abstract:

The present study aims to explore the psychological functioning of a pedophilic
individual through an examination of the ego and its defensive mechanisms. The research
was conducted on a single clinical case selected according to specific diagnostic criteria,
including a confirmed diagnosis of pedophilia, psychological stability during the clinical
interview, and the participant’s willingness to cooperate and provide informed consent.
The clinical approach and its tools were employed, namely a semi-structured clinical
research interview and the Rorschach Inkblot Test, which was administered as a major
projective instrument for analyzing ego structure and defensive operations.

The findings revealed a tendency toward denial, rationalization, and avoidance in
the participant’s discourse, along with low productivity and absence of affective
determinants in the Rorschach protocol. These features indicate ego fragility and a
reliance on avoidant and denial-based defenses aimed at controlling anxiety related to
unacceptable sexual impulses. Overall, the results suggest that the pedophile’s
psychological functioning is characterized by inner disequilibrium and difficulties in both
psychological and relational integration.
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