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Children's cartoon programs and their impact on child behaviour:
- Masha and the Bear program -
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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the impact of animated children's programs on child
behavior, due to their rapid influence and the child's alignment with the content of these
programs. Children tend to consider themselves as part of the animated story they are
watching. The degree of their immersion in the symbolic world increases as the time spent
in front of the TV screen increases. Based on this, the study seeks to explain the dangers
of the content of these programs on children's behavior, through the analysis of a specific
model represented by the Russian animated series Masha and the Bear, which is among
the most famous cartoons globally and one of the most widely spread Russian
productions. To address the main issue, the following question is posed: How do
television programs aimed at children affect their behavior?

This study falls under analytical research, aiming to explain media phenomena
through the study of their various dimensions. The study also focuses on using
semiological analysis, relying on Roland Barthes' approach, to analyze Masha and the
Bear to uncover the implicit messages that this cartoon aims to instill in children's minds.
This will allow for an understanding of the roles these programs play and their potential
impact on behavior.
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