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Manifestations of Symbolic Violence in the Child’s Photographic

Image on Social Media: A Semiological Study of the Image of the
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Abstract:

The importance of our study lies on its exploration of the manifestations of
symbolic violence in the child’s photographic image across social media, considering the
image as an expressive and communicative tool that exerts power over recipients through
its attractiveness and strength derived from technological advancements that have
allowed it to both dominate and direct the visual discourse.
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Building on this significance, our research, which selected its subject from one of
the images circulated on social media that caught attention—namely, the participation of
Algerian children in peaceful marches during the manifestations;, where they made a
significant impact—relies on a semiological approach that combines the methodologies of
Roland Barthes and Martin Joly. This approach helped us deconstruct its symbols and dig
its profound meanings, most of which aimed at unifying interpretations that expresse the
Algerian society’s practice of symbolic violence towards children.
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