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Abstract: This article presents the findings of several studies that sought to identify 

potential changes in traditional rumors—regarding their nature, spread, and 

influence following the emergence of electronic rumors. It appears that electronic 

rumors retain the same structures as traditional rumors; while each type can 

encroachupon the domain of the other, electronic rumors cannot replace or eliminate 

etraditionalones. 

Electronic rumors spread more widely and rapidly than traditional rumors, 

facilitated by the Internet, which of fersboths implicity and speed. Fur thermore, 

they under go fewe ralterations than traditional rumors. Conversely, when 

traditional (verbal) rumors are disseminated via new media, they shift from an oral 

to a writ ten form, there by gaining greate rcredibility. 

Keywords: Rumors, Electroni crumors, Eerbal messages, Internet, psycho-

sociologicalmechanisms 
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