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Abstract:

This study aimed to track the types of rumors circulating in Algerian schools
across all three levels—primary, middle, and secondary—and to uncover the nature of
these rumors, how they operate, and the appropriate strategies for addressing them,
from the perspective of a group of 13 teachers, administrators, and educational
advisors. The study employed a descriptive methodology and used interviews as the
primary data collection tool with the study participants.

The results showed that rumors in schools take three main forms; The study also
showed that the nature of rumors in the school environment is characterized by rapid
spread, overlap, transformation, and persistence, especially among students.
Furthermore, rumors directly affect the performance, focus, and nature of relationships
among staff members and among students. Regarding coping strategies, respondents
agree that they resort to silence to minimize and overcome the impact of rumors among
staff. They also reveal that the school does not offer practical solutions for addressing
rumors among students, particularly given the absence of school mediation services.

Keywords: school environment, types of rumors, nature of rumors, strategies for

countering rumors.
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