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Abstract:  
The spread of rumors in the Algerian digital space is no longer merely a 
communication lapse, nor is it simply an expression of moral failings in the behavior of 
individuals and groups. Rather, it has become a phenomenon revealing deeper 
transformations in the structure of the public sphere and the mechanisms for producing 
truth, opinion, legitimacy, and even shaping trends within it. 
Dealing with rumors as a direct threat to social security—important as this dimension 
is—may  obscure  their  structural  dimension  and  cloak  them  in  a  mystical  aura,  to  
borrow Weber's phrase. Rumors are not merely a disruptive factor, as some perceive 
and fear, but rather an indicator of a complex social process through which patterns of 
social control are being reshaped within a decentralized digital context. Therefore, my 
presentation will focus on the following question: 
Does electronic rumor represent an indicator of a breakdown in traditional social 
control, or a manifestation of the reshaping of this control within a modern, networked 
framework, free from traditional institutional and social oversight? 
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