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Abstract:

This paper aims to present a historical and conceptual introduction to the phenomenon of
electronic rumors, considered one of the most prominent challenges in the digital age. It traces the
evolution of the concept from classical to contemporary studies, touching upon the definitions
established for understanding it by pioneering researchers in the field such as William Stern,
Allport, and Postman, as well as some similar concepts. It then moves on to the characteristics that
distinguish it from traditional rumors, addressing its mechanisms of dissemination in the internet
environment, its classifications, and some of the efforts made to understand it.

Keywords: online rumor, social media, misinformation, fake news.
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