
ISSN: 2661-7331 -  

EISSN : 3769-2773  :09  :01 )2026(-30 .- :42- 51 

 

 

  

  
Mechanisms that shape the deviant behavior of online rumor-mongers: A sociological reading in 

light of stigma theory  
 1  

1 )(belaissaoui.t@univ-jijel.dz  

BellaissaouiTaher 
1 Jijel University (Algeria).  

  

:2026/05/12  :16/05/2026  

   

: 

. 

:  

  

 .

.

 .

 .

.  

 :. 

Abstract : This research paper aims to elucidate the sociological trajectories underlying the 

development of deviant behavior among individuals who disseminate electronic rumors. It 

employs Labeling Theory as its primary analytical framework to investigate how these practices are 

categorized and stigmatized within the social system, and how this very process reinforces and 

perpetuates deviant behavior. 
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The study posits a central hypothesis: the deviance of electronic rumor-mongers in our society is a 

direct consequence of a dynamic interaction within a "central triad" consisting of: social 

labeling derived from official or societal classifications, the structural fragility of media and security 

institutions, and the representative vacuum experienced by individuals due to the lack of effective, 

legitimate channels for expressing grievances. 

Through this theoretical lens, the paper reveals that the phenomenon of online rumors cannot be 

understood in isolation from its complex sociological milieu. It is not merely a matter of individual 

ignorance; rather, it is a byproduct of the crisis in institutional trust, the polarizing structures of 

digital spaces, and symbolic struggles over identity and power. Labeling Theory proves instrumental 

in explaining how dominant discourse—whether official or elitist—constructs this practice as 

deviant behavior, thereby contributing to the phenomenon’s persistence and dynamic evolution. 
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