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Abstract: By trying to understand the future of social interaction following the
transition from lectures to electronic (online) courses, the current
communication aims to highlight the importance of social interaction in higher
education. We have also shown in passing how the form and content of courses
have changed following the changes the university has undergone in terms of
objectives and services.

Although both types of courses (lectures and online courses) suffer from a
lack of social interaction, it seems to us that this lack is more pronounced in
online courses, because of the nature of the interaction which takes place
through a digital interface that requires a minimum familiarity with the various
digital features and an adaptation to the absence of socio-emotional and
behavioral cues that characterize lectures.

Keywords : social interaction, online courses, lectures, distance learning, virtual
classroom
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