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] Introduction

The failure of the algerian educational system to achieve its ends has
been attributed to a wide variety of reasons. These include the following
points : poor quality learning-teaching conditions, buildings and fa.mhties
other factors not discussed so far are :

1. Family cultural level and, environmental factors.
2. Parental occupation and socio-economic status.
3. Parent child relationship.

4, Broken homes.

5. The language problem.

6. Absence of pre-school education.



It is relevant here to quote the following paragraph :

The important aspects of the problem and the relation between home back-
ground and adaptation to the classroom situation are the kind of contact bet-
ween the childe and parents, especially the contact with the mother. A well
motivated contact in a setting of consistent and accepted rearing habits pre-
disposes the child to adapt better at school. This is by no means a new state-
ment. Child psychologists have stressed it for many years, but experimental
findings hitherto to support this statment have been rather rare.

(husen, T., 1955, p. 20)

Further, lawton, D. (1968) and craft, M. (1970) found that the whole family’s
behaviour pattern in which the child is growing can significantly help and /or
limit the scope and ability of pupils to make progress in terms of academic
achievment. Mmoreover, in a later study, it was observed that communication
between parents and children, natural acceptence and, understanding in fami-
lies, were contributing factors in this respect.

It is, therefore, clear that the effect of parental attitude and general home cli-
mate is reflected not only in children’s educational and academic performan-
ce, but also in the devlopment of personality, ability to learn, attitude, beha-
viour patterns and functioning of intelligence.

In a survey in the tehran area aimed at identifying the causes of wastage in
education, particularly at the primary stage, the results obtained revealed that
the higher the educational status of parents, the less the incidence of wastage.
With respect to parents, unesco studies in different parts of the world concer-
ned with educational wastage have also observed that one of the most impor-
tant factors influencing children’s eductional success is the literacy level of the
farnily and their educational status. Unesco (1967),

2 - Family cultural level and Environmental Factors.

It is now commonly accepted that the family's level of education influences
the child from birth. Next to family are community and environmental fac-
tors that also shape, facilitate or, inhibit growth in many subtle ways during
the early years of life as well as during schooling, These include the various
kinds of experiences, attitudes and behaviour acquired or incalculated within
the social contexts, of family, peers in and out of school, and the community
at large, all of which can greatly affect the child’s educational progress from
one grade to another.

The findings established by the national fondation for educational research in
England and Wales 1953; and the National Association for Mental Health,
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London, 1955, support the strong relationship between parents and the pupils’
school achievment and /or success. In : wall, W.D. (1942).

Similarly in India, a study supported by the asian bureau of Unesco concluded
that a large number of illiterate members in the family is a positive factor in a
high educational wastage ratio. A child whose parents have never been to
school in very different situation from one brought up under the guidance of
educated parents. Further, the home atmosphere which influences the quality
of relationship between the child and another members of the family and the
ability of parents to provide for their children’s welfare and security, are
important factors which, induce the child indirectly without parental pressu-
re to do well at school. Wall, W, D. et al (1962).

Again, parents who are peasants and unskilled workers, whether in develo-
ped countries or in the so-called third world, tend to have less desire to moti-
vate their children to reach a high educational level and, rather prefer them to
leave school early, so as to start working to contribute to the family income.
Schreiber, D. (1964).

In the case of Algeria, large numbers of children now attending school and col-
leges come from such less favoured family educational backgrounds which
have helped to contribute to lower levels of scholastic academic performance
in school and obtaining of desirable skills and knowledge for use in daily life
requirements. This has helped to raise the rate of wastage as described by levy,
M.B. (1971).

The wider environment comes next to the childs home, i.e. if the envirenne-
ment including neighbourhood where the climate is well motivated, peaceful
and calm, in such a situation children are better motivated to follow such a
pattern of behaviour, and thus this, in turn, encourages children to do well in
school.

Further, better opportunities for the upbringing of children are usually found
in specific areas of cities and towns (less densely populated areas, for
example).

The amount of education received by such children and members of the fami-
ly, is often greatly above that received by children living in poor areas and
overcrowded cities and towns with poor heealth facilities and those living in
remote rural areas. Mohamed, T. Khafadji (1971). children who belong to the
less fortunate families tend to lag behind their counterparts in terms of scho-
lastic performance.

3 - Parental occupational and socio-Economic status
Conventionaly, individual skills and educational academic qualifications are
the main criteria which determine the level of ocupation, income and the fami-
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ly status within the society. Thus parents’ occupation certainly will determine
the family socio-economic status and this, however, according to Burt, C.
(1937), has a strong impact on the relationship between family members, the
cultural level of the home, the overall the cohesiveness of members of the
family and the educational achievement of the children.

Another study by hollingshead (1962), in the US.A. INTO the impact social
class on the adolescent included the condition and position of family income,
style of life, the amount of father's and mother's education, the family stan-
ding and participation in community activities. The results obtained indicated
that nearly all upper-class and middle class school age children were found in
schools and colleges furthering their education, whilst a great proportion of
the drop-out, repetition, obsenteeism and wastage were found among chil-
dren of workking class families in : Schreiber, D. (1964). Further, a Unesco
(1966) study noted that 55% of wastage among girls was mainly due to paren-
tal socio-economic status. In Iran also, a study of pupils’ school failure at the
primary stage showed that the higher the level of parent's occupation the
lower the rate of repetition, drop-out, and absenteeism, whilst pupil failure
greatly increased, the lower the parents’ occupations and socio-economic sta-
tus, Unesco (1967). In the same year UN.ES.C.O. carried out a survey of Asian
countries including India, Pakistan, Iran and the Philippines. The study focu-
sed on the causes of pupil repetition, drop-out, absenteeism. It was found that
the wastage rate was higher among poor families and low among families of
higher income. :

As the study noted that the low income of family frequently tended to lower
children’s school achievment level, because the children were involved in
excessive domestic work to supplement the family’s low income.

Simons, ]. and Alexander, L.(1977-78), as result of studies into students’ achie-
vement in the developing world came to the conclusion that home back-

ground.

had radical effects on the primary and secondary educational progress of
pupils attending schools? Generally speaking, middle class pupils were more
to have an opportunity to understand the importance of school through the
family‘s help and exposure to pre-school education from an early age.

In this respect, floud and craft (1970), have demosirated that families with a
good socio-economic status know the rewards that their children will get
when they grow up, partly because they view education as a suitable path lea-
ding to profitable futur careers for their children.

There is much evidence from studies that middle class families are more inter-
ested in their children’s education progress at school than their counterparts
coming from the working class. Equally, such shool visits can be a helpful ele-
ment in discovering and discussing of children’s difficulties. This approach
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can facilitate the teacher's task as well as helping parents to adopt appropria-
te ways of treating their children at home, studies in Education (1958-63). psy-
chologically and socially, parents who frequently visit their children’s schools
are more likely to be regarded as responsible, conscious and concerned
parents, 50 their children will get more attention from their teachers as com-
pared to the pupils whose parents show no interest.

According to Doglas, J. W. B. (1969), through the regular parental school visits,
pupils are greatly influenced by the will and interest of their parents in their
shool performance. Further, such motivated pupils are more likely to impro-
ve their educational standards as compared with children who are less
conscientious about their children's education. Childs, D. (1981).

However, one factor which may inhibit parents working with school staff in
their children’s problems, particularly in developing nations, can be parently
misunderstanding of the role they can play by cooperating with the school in
terms of helping solve pupil problems.

Further, parents’ educational level also plays a great role in their understan-
ding of the relationship between school and home. Thus, many ill-educated
parents think that the education of children is the school’s duty alone. This
idea, unfortunately, is widespread among Algerian parents.

These factors discissed abowve, have been also supported by the Peck Report
(1977), on the matter of truancy and indiscipline, which found that truancy
and indiscipline were largely associated with economically handicapped
families and unstable parental employement as well as the home atmosphere.

In this matter, Mohamed Sif, A. (1971) concluded that because of economic
limitation and inadequate knowledge of the rewards of effective education,
the poor are in a less favoured situation and, this has led to a poor rate of suc-
CEs5s,

A survey made by the Arab League (1973) in Algeria on the problem of pri-
mary educational wastage and its causes disclosed the following factors as
causing an increase in repetition, drop out; and absenteeism of pupils which
was likely lead to some educational wastage.

1. Family poverty associated with occupations and low income.

2. Parents with a low educational level and unsatisfactory family income fre-
quently wished their elder boys to leave school before they finished their pri-
mary education so as to help the parents or, to work elsewhere in order to sup-
plement the family’'s income.

3. Rampant poverty most often occurred in the rural areas and in the over-
crowded sectors of cities with an accompaning lack of hygiene. One can pre-
dict that such families lacked tables, adequate light, private rooms for stu-

dying, etc.
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4. The situation in rural areas where most people are engaged in agriculture
was worse especially before the government erected new schools. However,
lighting and piped water had not yet reached the majority of rural areas and,
this indirectly affected the pupils educational success.

5. Magazines, books and newspapers were largely absent in rural areas and

this slowed the development of interests and abilities of pupils to persue their
education effectively.

6. Girls fromfamilies of low income and educational level were usually kept at
home until they were married and this had made it more difficult to ease the
problem of educational wastage. (Unesco Office of Statistics 1972).

Thus one can see that the findings of a wide variety of studies carried out in
different developing countries by Unesco and Arab league, in addition to the
many carried out in other countries by independent researchers closely
resemble the situation found in Algeria.

4 - Parent/ Child Relationships

In the matter of the relationship between parents and children, the following
has been stated :

An unsatisfactory relation between parents and child may take many forms.
The child may be rejected or over-indulged without compensating love. The
parents may be harsh, neglectful or erratic; the child may be hostile to his
parents, afraid of them, indifferent to them, over dependent to them. A cold
and friendless relation with the parents predisposes a child to many types of
maladjusted behaviour, truancy is one form this can make. (Tyerman, M. ].
1968, P. 76).

® In this respect, Glueck, S (1950), wrote of parental control :

as lax if through negligence and indifference a parent, whether mother or
father, lets the child do as he wishes, as over-strict if he demands unreasoning
obedience through fear, as erratic if he varies stricteness and laxity and is not
consistent in control and as satisfactory if his control is firm and kindly and
based on sound reasons which the child understands.

The adequacy and effect of disciplinary methods can, however, be interpreted
only in relation to the total family situation, and discipline must be adopted to
the particular child.

(In Tyermany, M.]. (1968- P_ 80).

In this respect, perhaps the words of Tyerman, M.J. (1968), based on a compa-
rative study of truancy and other factors related to educational wastage are
relevant :
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Few of truants had a happy and secure home influence. Most of them came
from broken homes or homes where there was open disharmony. In general,
parents set poor exemples and were of unsatisfactory character. They neglect
their children, were ineffective in their supervision, and took little interest in
their welfare. The view of many writers that the truant is born in an inferior
environment seemed to be confirmed.

(In Carrol, H.C.M. 1977, p. 55).

In an investigation in Britain, the effect of homes on the success or failure of
children at school has been described as follows :

The child whose memories are associated with resentment cannot be respec-
ted to compete successfully with those whose memories are associated with a
feeling of what we call personal satisfaction or a sense of achievement.
(Douglas, J.W., 1969, p. 68).

This was also noted by Ozigi, A.O. {1978), when he emphasized that a high
rate of educational wastage often occurs in families with an Unhealthy atmos-
phere , while in families where communication and happiness are already
established, pupils are more likely to achieve good school performance. Thus,
the kind of emotional climate, degree of affection, security, welfare and, in
general the home atmosphere, all the child's physical and mental develop-
ment and consequently, success or failure in school. Arab League (1973).

5 - Broken Homes Factors

Recent research dealing with the results of the absence of one of the parents
has shown the importance of this factor which has been shown to have socio-
psychological effects on children’s education, future careers, and their attitu-
de to the community at large; Mullen 1950, Douglas and ROss 1965 as repor-
ted in Tyerman, M. J.

Stott (1966) indicated in his study that one third to a half of the cases of truan-
cy were due to the absence of one parent. Further, the factor creating the one
parent situation very widely covering such situations as homes broken by
death; separation; divorce; or desertion; absence in employment; or the child
may be a step-child, etc; Tyerman, M. ], (1968).

* In this connection, the following important points have been made :

1. On the death of the mother or the father, the children will lose one parnt’s
affection. Such children are more likely to encounter greater difficulties during
their early years of life in their social, emotional, psychological, economic and
cognitive development than their peers living with both parents, with the lat-
ter being more likely to achieve a better educational standard than those who
have lost either the father or the mother.
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2. If the mother and father are not happy with each other they are more like-
Iy to divorce or separate. Normally in such cases the children are left in the
care of the mother, especially in muslim countries. In such cases the children
again miss one parent’s affection and warmth. Further, young divorced
parents in Algeria often remarry and this can badly affect the children’s moral
development, educational achievement, and general behaviour. Such children
do not always receive the satisfactory care, attention, interaction, guidance
and the overall competent parental supervision and control that they need.

In Algeria a large percentage of Algerian fathers are migrant workers, wor-
king abroad, especialy amongst those who have poor educational qualifica-
tions and lack professional skills. currently, more than 30% of unskilled
Algerian workers are working in France and other European countries,
Ammar, B. (1974). This absence, associated with illiterate mothers, poor quali-
ty accomodation and low income has caused many pupils to live in unstable
home conditions which must be considered as detrimental to their educatio-
nal performance.

6 - Health Provision

Recent medical findings show strong evidence that pregnant women need an
adequate diet rich in the various proteins in order to maintain the body in
healthy condition so as to give birth to healthy children. In developing coun-
tries where health care still suffers from acute staff shortage and equipement,
this together with the poor diets associated with low family income have
resulted in new-born children being more likely to be vulnerable to such
diseases as anemic toxaemia, whilst among expectant mothres, there is a grea-
ter likelihood of threatened or actual miscarriages, permature, and stillbirths.
This situation is more associated with poorer families than the richer. Brillien,
. M. et al (1964).

# In this situation children are more likely to be.

vulnerable to illness due to inadequate hygiene. Such parents cannot be bla-
med because of their inadequate knowledge and educational level, spodek, B.
(1973). On the other hand, children belonging to educated parents with ade-
quate income are especialy in chilhood, partly because of better and conti-
nuing medical facilities, For example, the everage Algerian family, many of
whom reside in overcrowded areas of crities and in rural areas have poor heal-
th service facilities. This situation has significantly affected children’s health
and lowered their educational performance in terms of school achievement.
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7 - The language Problem

It is axiomatic that where the language spoken in the home and that taught to
pupils in the school differ, that a learning barrier is created. In studies carried
out in Thailand and Iran, it was found that this gap was a factor which direc-
tely contribued to children’s repetition and drop-out, wall, W. D. et al (1962).

* The situation in Algeria has been seriously complicated by:

1. The one hundred and thirty-two years of French occupation during which

time French was the official language of administration and medium of ins-
truction in school and business. .

2. The existence of a number of vernacular languages.

These are not taught in the schools, but are widely spoken as first languages
in the home and general daily life.

3. The adopttation of Arabic at the national language with the few local tea-
chers initialy being capable of teaching through this medium resulted in heavy
reliance on expatriate teachers.

This has created a major hurdle for children in developing the skills of spea-
king, reading and writing, hindered the general speed of learning and adver-
saly affected the level of school achievement. Heggay, A. A. et al (1977).
Obviously, contributed to the high rate of educational wastage. Middle East
Education (1981).

8 - Absence of Pre-school Education

The creation of pre-school education in European countries was in part the
result of industrial development in which European women were urgently
needed in the employment market so as to contribute to the country’s econo-
mic growth side by side with the men.

More recently, pre-school education has come to be regarded as not only for
children of the working mothers or from under-priviliged homes, but as assis-
ting in the

Prepartion children for the primary stage of education. Logan, M. L. (1974)
wrote that it does through promoting children’s social, emotional and intel-
lectual development by encouraging them to work with other children; sti-
mulating their senses, curiosity and developing a wide understanding of a
range of concepts and skills suitable for their age. Nasrine. A. (978).

Further, the pre-school is an appropriate place for children to develop their
language skills and strengthen their power of conversation. Pre-school educa-
tion can provide experiences well beyong those that the home is capable of
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offering. According to Clift, p. H, et al (1980) pre-schooling use of the body
dynamically, and mental growth in terms of perception, and understanding
how to meet the targets through their personal discoveries.

In developing nations there is a breaking up of traditional community life
which formely comprised a village and/or, a large family where grand-father,
uncles and other close relativevs lived together as an extended family.

With the emergence of the nuclear family, parents in such nations have less
support in the problem of the home education of their children, particulaly
where the employment of women is increasing. Hence, there has arisen a
widespread need to develop a pre-school provision. Mardan, N. D. (1979).

* The situation in Algeria can be summarized as follows :

(D) The pre-independence small scale provision of pre-school educa-
tion ceased shortly after independence due to the need to expand the
primary school sector rapidly to meet the demnads of the new educa-
tion policy.

(II) The pressure for expansion at the primary level and above has
been so great as to stretch the finacial and manpower resources of the
country.

(IIT) Increasing numbers of women are entering the modern sector of
the economy at the time when the traditional extended family is being
rapidly superseded by the nuclear family. The absence of pre-school
provision results in an unnecessry high rate of turnover of femal staff
faced with the problem of child care.

(IV) The language situation is such that all children would benefit
from a carefully graded approoch to the learming of arabic.

(V) The present stage of development is such that large numbers of
children come to primary school from homes with little in the way of
stimulating play/learning materials.

(VI) Many children have grown up in overcrowded homes and pre-
sently incomplets medical services are often inadequate to detect heal-
th/minor physical handicaps at an early age.

The Algerian authorities are becoming aware of the problem and, as a part of
the 1960-84 plan, decided to launch a wide and varying series of local projects
including the construction of pre-school system throughout the country for
both the poor and industrialized areas so as to help improve the educational
background of children both from poor homes as well as those coming from
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educated families of higher socio-economic status. In this, the country is follo-
wing the western approach to education by encouraging healthy child deve-
lopment through an adequate provision of pre-school education. The main
objective of the Algerian provision that the government is intending to deve-
lop, is to prepare pupils better for the primary education stage and so help
reduce the high rate of pupil wastage witnessed since the country’s indepen-
dence in 1962.

A successful pre-school sector could greatly help to ameliorate the presente
large element of wastage in the early school years.
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