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Anthropological curriculum for the study of monotheistic religions in
the thought of Mohammed Arkun
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Abstract

In his various works, Mohammed Arkoun addressed several issues, some
of which are related to reading methods. He attempted to reveal the
intellectual structure within the anthropology of religions, whether they are
monotheistic or polytheistic. He explored their problematic aspects and
clarified the distinction between the study of revealed religions and the
study of abandoned or non-monotheistic religions when discussing the
educational approach of the anthropological method for religions. He
emphasized the necessity of its use.

He endeavored to reveal and bet on the idea that the anthropological
approach to religion is the only approach capable of liberating both
believers and non-believers from the prison of dogmas and the illusions of
ideologies that seek to control us according to their desires. In contrast to
other visionary approaches, this approach offers a new perspective on
mythic and historical knowledge, as well as philosophical criticism, by
focusing on the true goals of religions, their historical functions, and their
cultural achievements. Arkoun emphasized that anthropology, in all its
branches, especially the social and cultural ones, restored the significance
of mythic knowledge by changing the status of the intellect itself. It rebuilt
the foundations of research, allowing myth to gather all kinds of ideals and
symbolic images through structural meaning.

Through this research, we will attempt to answer a fundamental question:
What is Mohammed Arkoun's conception of the application of the
anthropological method to the study of religions in general and
monotheistic religions in particular?

By answering this question, we can understand the impact of Western
studies on religions, how Arkoun tried to apply them to the anthropological
method, and whether what Arkoun presented serves Islamic thought or if he

intended to introduce a Western modernizing project to Islamic thought?.
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