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Abstract:

The study focuses on analyzing the narrative framework alongside the symbolic dimensions
of power depicted in the tale 7he Lion and the Diver. as a significant example of political
literature in the Abbasid era. It aims to uncover the intellectual and cultural dimensions
embedded within the narrative, particularly those related to the relationship between the
ruler and the adviser, as well as the mechanisms through which power is constructed,
exercised, and guided within the narrative discourse. The significance of the study lies in its
attempt to highlight the cognitive and aesthetic functions of symbolic storytelling and to
demonstrate its capacity to convey political and ideological messages through an indirect and
artistically mediated narrative framework. The study addresses the question of how the tale
employs its narrative elements and symbolic characters to construct a critical vision of power,
and what political and cultural meanings are encoded in its characters, events, and symbolic
settings. To achieve its objectives, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach
supported by inductive analysis, tracing the narrative and symbolic patterns of the tale and
examining the semantic relationships they generate within their political and cultural context.

The findings reveal that the tale constitutes a carefully crafted symbolic structure whose

function extends beyond entertainment to serve political and didactic purposes. The lion
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embodies the ruling authority, characterized by hesitation and susceptibility to influence,
whereas the diver symbolizes the knowledgeable and insightful adviser capable of penetrating
beneath appearances and uncovering concealed truths. The study further demonstrates that
the symbols of the sea and diving perform a profound epistemological function, serving as
symbolic equivalents of the search for truth and the exploration of the unknown. Moreover,
the tale offers an implicit critique of the marginalization of wise and knowledgeable advisers
within authoritarian systems of governance, while emphasizing the vital role of knowledge,
insight, and sound counsel in guiding and reforming political authority.

Keywords: Authority, Allegory, Characterization, Narrative Framework, Political

Symbolism .
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