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Ellipsis in the Verbal Construction in Surat al-Kahf: A Semantic-Hermeneutic

Approach
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Abstract:

This study investigates ellipsis in the verbal construction of Surat al-Kahf from a semantic-
hermeneutic perspective, emphasizing its rhetorical and theological dimensions. The research
adopts a close textual-analytic approach, drawing on the context of the surah and Qur’anic

parallels, while consulting the exegetical insights of Al-‘Ukbari and Al-Zamakhshari when

necessary.
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The study examines ellipsis at four levels: the verb, the subject, the object, and the complete
verbal clause, treating them as deliberate discursive mechanisms rather than mere syntactic
phenomena. Its significance lies in revealing how ellipsis shapes Qur’anic meaning, regulates
narrative rhythm, and directs the recipient’s attention toward doctrinal and pedagogical
objectives.

The selection of Surat al-Kahf is motivated by its narrative richness and the systematic
variation of ellipsis, making it an ideal model for analyzing its semantic, rhetorical, and
interpretive impact. Ultimately, the research demonstrates that ellipsis is a strategic device
that combines linguistic economy with interpretive depth in order to fulfill the
communicative and theological aims of the Qur’anic text.

Keywords: Verbal Construction, Surat al-Kahf, Semantics, Hermeneutics.
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