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Semiology in Arabic criticism: efforts in translation, theory, and application
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Abstract:
This paper seeks to trace the development of semiotic criticism within Arabic literary
criticism in general, and in Algeria in particular. It is worth noting that the earliest semiotic
efforts first emerged in the Maghreb region during the early 1980s, before spreading to the
wider Arab world. The study highlights the main issues raised in the reception of this critical
approach, especially concerning terminology and conceptual frameworks. It also sheds light
on the initial translational, theoretical, and applied efforts that aimed to naturalize and
integrate this approach into contemporary Arabic literary criticism.
Keywords: sign, systemic approach, semiology and semiotics, narrative semiotics, pragmatic

semiotics.
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