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International criminal punishment between respecting the principle of legality and the elements of

achieving international criminal justice
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Abstract:

International criminal punishment has evolved through distinct stages, each shaped by
specific circumstances that influenced the progression of international criminal jurisprudence.
Initially, this jurisprudence was shaped by the political context accompanying the creation of
temporary international criminal tribunals, which generated extensive debates over the
legitimacy of the punishments they imposed. Eventually, the international community
established a permanent judicial mechanism entrusted with addressing the gravest
international crimes, holding perpetrators accountable irrespective of their status, and
preventing impunity. This development resulted in a framework for international criminal
punishment founded on adherence to the principle of penal legitimacy and the promotion of
international criminal justice based on equality and fairness.

Keywords : International Criminal Punishment, the principle of penal legitimacy, Statute of
the International Criminal Court, international criminal justice.
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