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Procedural Protection for Juvenile Delinquents:

Between Considering Them Victims or Criminals
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Abstract:

The principle of the best interests of the child requires the establishment of special legal
protection, not only when the child is considered at risk or a victim of certain crimes, but also
when regarded as a juvenile delinquent. This protection includes specific procedures and
guarantees afforded to the child within the framework of a fair trial. The child is considered
part of a vulnerable group, or, as described by the legislator in the Child Protection Law, a
fragile group due to their age and emotional, psychological, and physical needs. This
protection is recognized under the Code of Criminal Procedure, the Child Protection Law, and
various specific criminal laws. While the scope of protection may vary across these legal
instruments, they all share the same fundamental goal: to safeguard the juvenile delinquent,
whether classified by law as a victim or as a criminal.

Keywords : Juvenile Delinquent; Child Protection; Child Victim; Best Interests of the
Child.
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