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Résumé

La littérature joue un réle central dans la construction de lidentité individuelle et
collective en offrant une représentation des réalités culturelles, sociales et
historiques d’un peuple. L’ouvrage Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller de Coulibaly
Aboubacar Sidiki s’inscrit dans cette dynamique en mettant en lumiére les enjeux
liés a Iéveil de la conscience dfricaine face aux défis contemporains. Cette étude
analyse comment cette ceuvre contribue a la construction identitaire a travers son
discours sur lhistoire, la culture et les valeurs africaines. L'objectif global de cette
étude est de démontrer que la littérature est un vecteur puissant de prise de
conscience identitaire et un moyen de mobilisation pour le changement social. En
s’appuyant sur une approche théorique inspirée des études postcoloniales et de la
sociocritique, cette recherche examine les thémes clés développés dans I'eeuvre et
leur impact sur la formation d’une identité dfricaine affirmée. Sur le plan
méthodologique, I'étude repose sur une analyse qualitative de I'eeuvre, combinant
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une lecture thématique et une approche sémiotique du texte. Parmi les principaux
résultats, il apparait que Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller favorise une
revalorisation de lhistoire africaine et appelle a une prise de conscience collective
pour sortir du néocolonialisme. Il est recommandé d’encourager la diffusion et
'étude d’ceuvres littéraires engagées pour renforcer la conscience identitaire et
historique des nouvelles générations.

Mots-clés : Afrique- identité-littérature-postcolonialisme-prise de
conscience-société

Abstract

Literature plays a central role in the construction of both individual and collective
identity by offering a representation of a people's cultural, social, and historical
realities. The book Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller by Coulibaly Aboubacar
Sidiki aligns with this dynamic by highlighting the issues related to the awakening
of African consciousness in the face of contemporary challenges. This study
analyzes how this work contributes to identity construction through its discourse on
African history, culture, and values. The overall objective of this study is to
demonstrate that literature is a powerful vehicle for identity awareness and a
means of mobilization for social change. Drawing on a theoretical approach
inspired by postcolonial studies and sociocriticism, this research examines the key
themes developed in the book and their impact on shaping a strong African
identity. Methodologically, the study is based on a qualitative analysis of the work,
combining thematic reading and a semiotic approach to the text. Among the main
findings, it appears that Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller promotes a
revalorization of African history and calls for collective awareness to break free
from neocolonialism. It is recommended to encourage the dissemination and study
of socially engaged literary works to strengthen the historical and identity
awareness of future generations.

Keywords: Africa — awareness- identity — literature — postcolonialism —
society.

Introduction
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Literature has long been recognized as a powerful medium for shaping
and reinforcing identity. Through storytelling, historical narratives, and
cultural representation, literary works contribute to the self-awareness and
collective consciousness of societies. Numerous scholars have examined the
role of literature in identity formation. Edward Said (1978) in Orientalism
discusses how narratives shape perceptions of self and others. Homi Bhabha
(1994) in The Location of Culture explores hybridity and cultural identity in
postcolonial contexts. Similarly, Ngligi wa Thiong’o (1986) in Decolonising the
Mind argues for the importance of indigenous languages in literature as a
means of reclaiming identity.

In the African literary landscape, authors such as Chinua Achebe, Wole
Soyinka, and Aimé Césaire have used literature to challenge colonial
narratives and promote African identity. In this context, Le Monde Africain
Doit Se Réveiller by Coulibaly Aboubacar Sidiki is a significant contribution.
This work addresses the awakening of African consciousness and the
reclamation of historical and cultural identity. Analyzing this book allows for
a deeper understanding of how literature can serve as a tool for identity
construction and social transformation.

Despite the vast body of literature addressing identity formation in
Africa, many African societies still struggle with cultural alienation, historical
amnesia, and the lingering effects of colonialism. Literature has the potential
to act as a medium of resistance, cultural revival, and identity construction.
However, there is a need for further exploration of how contemporary
African authors contribute to this process. Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller
offers a unique perspective on the urgency of identity reconstruction in
Africa, yet its role in shaping African consciousness has not been extensively
analyzed. This study seeks to:

e Analyze how Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller contributes to the
construction of African identity.

e Examine the themes of historical awareness, cultural revival, and self-
determination in the book.

e Explore the literary techniques used by Coulibaly Aboubacar Sidiki
to convey his message.
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e Assess the impact of the work on the reader’s perception of African
identity and cultural consciousness.

How does Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller contribute to the construction
of African identity through its literary and thematic elements?

This study is grounded in postcolonial theory. Postcolonial theory, as
developed by Edward Said, Homi Bhabha, and Frantz Fanon, provides a
framework for understanding how literature responds to colonial legacies
and fosters cultural reclamation. Bhabha’s concept of hybridity is particularly
relevant in analyzing identity formation in a postcolonial context. This
theoretical perspectives guides the analysis of Le Monde Africain Doit Se
Réveiller in relation to African identity formation.

. Method
This study adopts a qualitative research methodology based on textual

analysis. The primary data consists of Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller,
which is going to be examined through a thematic and semiotic approach.
Secondary data includes scholarly articles, books, and critical essays on
African literature and identity. The study employs content analysis to
identify recurring motifs, narrative strategies, and ideological underpinnings
in the text.
2. Results and Discussions

The analysis of Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller by Coulibaly Aboubacar
Sidiki reveals the significant role literature plays in shaping and reinforcing
African identity. Through a critical examination of the text, key themes such
as historical awareness, cultural revival, and resistance to neocolonial
influences emerge. The novel serves as a call to action, urging Africans to
reclaim their heritage and assert their cultural autonomy. This section
presents the main findings of the study, highlighting how the author employs
literary techniques to convey his message. Furthermore, the discussion
contextualizes these findings within the broader discourse on postcolonial
literature and identity construction, demonstrating the impact of literature
as a tool for social transformation.
2.1. Analyzing how le monde africain doit se reveiller contributes to
the construction of african identity
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Literature plays a vital role in shaping identity by reflecting a people’s
history, culture, and aspirations. In Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller,
Coulibaly Aboubacar Sidiki calls for the awakening of African consciousness,
emphasizing the importance of self-awareness, unity, and self-determination.
This work contributes to the construction of African identity by urging
Africans to reclaim their heritage, assert their political agency, and foster
economic independence. Through an in-depth analysis of this book, we
explore how Sidiki’s message resonates as a framework for African identity
in the modern era. That is why he states: "Africa can only awaken if it
becomes aware of its cultural wealth and history, which are the pillars of its
identity."(p.45). This statement emphasizes that Africa's progress depends
on recognizing and valuing its own cultural and historical heritage. Cultural
wealth includes traditions, languages, arts, and philosophies that shape
African identity. History provides a sense of continuity, resilience, and
lessons from past struggles and achievements. By embracing these
foundations, Africans can build a stronger sense of self-worth and unity,
which are essential for true awakening and development.

Sidiki highlights the significance of Africa’s historical and cultural
heritage in defining identity. He argues that African societies must reconnect
with their past, celebrate their traditions, and reject imposed narratives of
inferiority. By embracing indigenous knowledge, languages, and customs,
Africans can reclaim their dignity and reinforce their collective identity.
Aboubar says: "We must revisit our history and relearn our ancestral values
because an identity without roots is an identity doomed to disappear."(p.18).
This statement stresses the importance of reconnecting with history and
ancestral values to preserve a strong and lasting identity. Relearning these
roots helps people understand where they come from and what defines
them culturally. Without this connection, identity becomes fragile and can
be lost over time. Just like a tree needs roots to stand, a people need their
past to thrive in the present and future.

A major theme of the book is the need for Africa’s political awakening.
Sidiki critiques the remnants of colonialism and neocolonialism, which
continue to shape African governance. He calls upon African leaders and
citizens to take charge of their political destiny through self-reliance, unity,
and the rejection of foreign domination. That is why he opines: "Africa must
refuse to be a mere spectator in the modern world. It is time for it to take
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control of its own destiny without depending on others." (p.84). This
statement calls for Africa to move from a passive role to an active one in
global affairs. Being a "spectator" means watching others shape the world
while remaining on the sidelines. Instead, Africa should assert its agency,
make independent decisions, and lead its own development. True progress
comes when a continent takes ownership of its future rather than relying on
external powers.

Sidiki stresses that Africa’s economic independence is crucial for its
identity and sovereignty. He argues that dependence on Western aid
weakens Africa’s ability to develop strong economies. By fostering local
industries, investing in education, and empowering the youth, Africa can
achieve true social and economic liberation. That is why he says: "A people
who do not control their economy are a people enslaved. African youth
must educate themselves, organize, and innovate to build a prosperous
future." (p.39). This statement highlights the link between economic control
and true freedom. Without managing its own economy, a people remain
dependent and vulnerable to external domination. To change this, African
youth must invest in education, unity, and creativity. By doing so, they can
drive progress and create a self-sustaining and prosperous Africa.

Sidiki’s Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller serves as a literary
manifesto for African identity. Through historical reflection, political
engagement, and economic empowerment, the book urges Africans to
reclaim their narrative and build a future based on self-sufficiency and unity.
By highlighting Africa’s cultural wealth and advocating for sovereignty, Sidiki
makes a powerful contribution to the discourse on African identity and its
reconstruction. Aboubacar states: "To awaken is to understand that we are
the masters of our future. Africa has everything it needs to succeed if it
believes in itself."(p.88). This statement defines awakening as the realization
of self-empowerment and responsibility for the future. It encourages
Africans to recognize their potential and stop relying on outside validation.
The message emphasizes that Africa already possesses the resources, talent,
and culture needed for success. Belief in oneself is the key to unlocking that
potential and driving meaningful change.

2.2. Examining the themes of historical awareness, cultural revival,
and self-determination in the book.
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Literature serves as a powerful tool for constructing and reaffirming
identity, particularly in post-colonial societies. Le Monde Africain Doit Se
Réveiller by Coulibaly Aboubacar Sidiki explores the necessity of African self-
awareness and empowerment. Through themes of historical awareness,
cultural revival, and self-determination, the book calls for a collective
awakening to reclaim Africa’s past, strengthen its cultural identity, and assert
its place in the world. This analysis examines how these themes contribute
to the broader discourse on African identity and liberation. He says:
"Africa's rebirth begins with understanding its past, honoring its traditions,
and forging its own path forward." (p.90). This statement suggests that
Africa's renewal starts with a deep awareness of its historical journey.
Honoring traditions helps preserve cultural identity and strengthen
community bonds. At the same time, forging a new path means creating a
future that reflects African values and visions, not borrowed models. True
rebirth comes from blending respect for the past with bold, independent
action toward the future.

Sidiki emphasizes the importance of historical consciousness in
shaping African identity. He argues that Africa’s past has often been
distorted or overlooked, leading to a crisis of self-perception. The book
urges Africans to rediscover their true history, acknowledge past struggles,
and use them as lessons for building a better future. This awareness serves
as a foundation for rejecting colonial narratives and fostering national pride.
That is why he says: "A people who do not know their history are
condemned to be manipulated by those who rewrite it. Africa must reclaim
its truth." (p.78). This statement warns that ignorance of one's history leaves
a people vulnerable to distortion and control by others. When history is
rewritten by outsiders, it can erase identity and justify domination. For
Africa to regain its strength and dignity, it must uncover and embrace its
true historical narrative. Reclaiming this truth is essential for empowerment
and resistance against manipulation.

The book advocates for a revival of African traditions, languages, and
values as a means of identity reconstruction. Sidiki critiques the erosion of
indigenous cultures due to colonial influence and globalization. He calls for
the preservation and promotion of African customs, arts, and philosophies
to strengthen a unique and authentic African identity. By valuing its cultural
heritage, Africa can resist external domination and assert its originality.
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That is the reason why he states: "Our culture is not a relic of the past but a
living force that must guide our future. To abandon it is to lose ourselves."
(p-66). This statement emphasizes that culture is not something outdated,
but a dynamic and vital part of who we are. It should serve as a compass,
shaping values, decisions, and visions for the future. Abandoning culture
means losing touch with identity and direction. To stay grounded and move
forward with purpose, Africa must cherish and uphold its cultural heritage.

Sidiki strongly advocates for African self-determination, urging
political and economic autonomy from foreign influence. He critiques
dependency on Western aid and political interference, arguing that true
independence requires Africans to take control of their governance and
resources. He highlights the need for unity, strong leadership, and
grassroots movements to drive Africa’s progress. He opines: "Africa must
stop looking elsewhere for solutions. The strength of a nation lies in its
people's ability to shape their own destiny." (p.90). This statement urges
Africa to rely on its own people and resources rather than seeking answers
from outside. True strength and progress come when a nation believes in its
own potential and takes responsibility for its future. Depending on others
often leads to dependency and weakened autonomy. By trusting in its own
talents and wisdom, Africa can shape a destiny that reflects its true identity
and aspirations.

Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller is a compelling call to action, urging
Africans to reclaim their identity through historical awareness, cultural
revival, and self-determination. Sidiki’s work underscores the power of
literature in inspiring societal change and identity formation. By reconnecting
with their past, embracing their cultural heritage, and asserting their
independence, Africans can forge a future defined by self-reliance and pride.
That is why he opines: "To awaken is to believe in oneself. Africa’s future
belongs to those who dare to define it on their own terms." (p.78). This
statement links awakening with self-confidence and self-determination.
Believing in oneself is the first step toward breaking free from imposed limits
and expectations. Africa’s future should be shaped by Africans, guided by
their own values, dreams, and decisions. Those who have the courage to
define their path will lead the continent toward true empowerment and
progress.

ISSN :2773-286X Vol (6)-N°(1) Juillet 2026 93



Diby KEITA  The role of literature in the construction of identity: an analysis of
le monde africain doit se réveiller by coulibaly aboubacar sidiki

2.3. Exploring the literary techniques used by coulibaly aboubacar
sidiki to convey his message.

In Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller (The African World Must Wake Up),
Coulibaly Aboubacar Sidiki positions literature as a powerful instrument for
awakening cultural consciousness and reclaiming African identity. Through
poetic prose, historical references, and rhetorical appeals, Sidiki reaffirms
the need for Africans to reconnect with their roots and resist neocolonial
influences. The book becomes more than a collection of reflections it is a
call to action, demanding that literature serve as a mirror and a map for the
collective African psyche. That is why he says: “Africa is not a continent
without memory; she is a drum still beating in the chests of her children.
(p-23)

This metaphor highlights the connection between memory, identity, and
literature’s role in preserving both.

Sidiki employs various literary techniques such as metaphor, repetition,
and allusion to reconstruct a proud and enduring African identity. His work
challenges the lingering psychological impact of colonization and celebrates
precolonial civilizations and resistance movements. The text weaves
historical consciousness with poetic form, reinforcing literature’s ability to
nurture dignity and awareness in its readers. The author uses some figure of
speeches such as Metaphor and Symbolism: The author repeatedly uses
the broken chain," and "the burning torch"

images like "the sleeping lion,
to symbolize Africa’s dormant power, its colonial past, and the potential of
cultural rebirth. “The African lion still sleeps, chained by forgetfulness and
fear. But the sacred fire smolders beneath the ashes.”(p.66)
This illustrates how metaphor conveys both criticism and hope highlighting
dormant strength and the potential for revival.

He uses Historical Allusions. Sidiki references African empires (like
Mali and Songhai), leaders (Sundiata Keita, Lumumba), and pivotal moments
of resistance, reminding readers of a shared history often erased or
distorted. He says: “We must write our history with our own pens, as our
ancestors did in Timbuktu.”(p.78)
The allusion to Timbuktu as a center of knowledge reclaims intellectual
authority for Africans.

Sidiki frequently addresses the reader directly using the second person
and employs repetition for emphasis, which gives his prose a persuasive,
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almost prophetic tone. Wake up, Africa! Wake up from your long sleep!
The hour of awakening has come.”(p.23)
The rhetorical repetition serves to both provoke emotional engagement and
instill urgency.

Coulibaly Aboubacar Sidiki’s Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller
exemplifies how literature can forge and fortify cultural identity. Through his
strategic use of literary devices and historical awareness, Sidiki empowers
his readers to embrace their past and shape their future. The work invites
Africans not just to remember who they are, but to reimagine who they
could become relying on the transformative power of the written word. He
says: “Our identity is not a cage, but a compass. It does not imprison us, it
guides us.”(p.19)
A powerful closing image that encapsulates the book’s central thesis:
identity, when reclaimed through literature, becomes a guiding force.

2.4. Assessing the impact of the work on the reader’s perception
of african identity and cultural consciousness.

Literature has long served as a mirror for societies and a tool for
shaping collective identity. In Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller, Coulibaly
Aboubacar Sidiki mobilizes the written word to awaken a sense of pride,
urgency, and solidarity among Africans. His work reflects the challenges and
aspirations of the African continent, offering a profound commentary on
colonial legacy, cultural fragmentation, and the need for intellectual and
cultural renaissance. Through his poignant language and passionate appeals,
Sidiki not only recounts Africa’s struggles but also actively participates in
reconstructing a positive, assertive African identity. The following analysis
explores how Sidiki’s literature reshapes the reader’s perception of African
identity and strengthens cultural consciousness. That is why he says:
"Africa's sleep is an imposed sleep, nourished by the forgetting of the self.
To awaken is to reclaim the memory of our greatness."(p.45). This quote
suggests that Africa's current state of stagnation or disempowerment is not
natural, but the result of historical forces like colonization that have caused
Africans to forget their own identity and heritage. Awakening, therefore,
means regaining awareness of Africa’s past achievements and reclaiming a
sense of pride and agency.

Sidiki’s narrative is built around the idea that reclaiming African identity
requires a deep reconnection with history and tradition. He presents the
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loss of cultural memory as the main obstacle to African empowerment. By
reminding readers of Africa's rich civilizations and contributions to humanity,
he counters the negative stereotypes propagated during colonialism and
neocolonialism. His call for a cultural awakening acts as a catalyst,
encouraging readers to embrace an identity that is proud, dynamic, and
forward-looking. That is why he states: "Our ancestors were not wandering
savages; they were builders, scholars, philosophers. Let every African
inscribe this in their heart as a sacred truth” (p.56). This quote challenges
colonial stereotypes by affirming the intellectual and cultural sophistication
of Africa's ancestors. It urges Africans to internalize this truth as a
foundation for rebuilding pride in their identity and heritage.

Furthermore, Sidiki emphasizes the importance of unity in the
reconstruction of African identity. He portrays divisions based on ethnicity,
language, or colonial heritage as artificial constructs that serve externa
powers. His work urges readers to transcend these divisions and view
themselves first and foremost as Africans. Through emotional and rhetorical
strategies, he fosters a sense of pan-African solidarity that redefines identity
on a continental scale rather than a fragmented one. He opines: "Africa will
only free itself by thinking of itself as one and indivisible, like a tree with a
thousand leaves but a single root."(p.78). This quote emphasizes the
importance of unity for Africa's liberation, highlighting that despite its
diverse cultures and nations, Africa must see itself as a unified whole. Just as
a tree’s many leaves are all connected to a single root, Africa’s strength and
freedom depend on its collective identity and solidarity.

Finally, Sidiki directly challenges the reader to become an active
participant in cultural revival. He makes it clear that reclaiming identity is not
a passive process but an ongoing struggle that demands education, pride, and
engagement. His literature becomes a transformative space where the
reader is no longer just a spectator but a vital agent of change. He says: "He
who does not defend his heritage is complicit in its disappearance. Let each
reader become a guardian of our African flame."(p.89). This quote warns
that neglecting one’s cultural heritage contributes to its loss, making silence
a form of betrayal. It calls on every reader to take personal responsibility in
preserving and promoting African identity and cultural pride.

Conclusion
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In Le Monde Africain Doit Se Réveiller, Coulibaly Aboubacar Sidiki
masterfully utilizes literature as a tool for awakening collective
consciousness and reinforcing African identity. Through powerful rhetoric,
historical references, and emotional appeals, the author invites African
people to reflect on their cultural heritage, political realities, and the
lingering effects of colonialism. The work highlights how literature can go
beyond aesthetic value to become a medium for resistance, self-affirmation,
and identity construction. Sidiki's text not only questions the status quo but
also redefines what it means to be African in a postcolonial context, urging
readers to reclaim their dignity and unity through knowledge, self-
awareness, and pride in their roots.

Given the potency of literary works like Sidiki’s in shaping identity and
social consciousness, it is recommended that Le Monde Africain Doit Se
Réveiller and similar texts be integrated into academic curricula, particularly
in African literature, history, and cultural studies. This would allow students
to engage critically with their heritage and understand the transformative
power of literature in society. Additionally, further interdisciplinary research
should be encouraged to explore the intersection of literature, politics, and
identity in African contexts, thus enriching both literary scholarship and
sociopolitical discourse across the continent.
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