60 -41 jo-uo 01 susll 04 Wl dslyiz) Slulys dloe

Iallly @191 con Wbl 3L (Plazon Wy (g3Lad V) SR
oder A %kl §T 3 M) e e o Bl Tl
Economic and Social Empowerment of Working Women Between Reality and
Expectations

Field study on a sample of women employees in shopping centers in Jeddah
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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the reality of empowerment of Saudi woman
working in shopping centers. The objectives of the study are following on aspects:
Features of woman working in shopping centers, identifying some social and
economic indexes that empower the woman. In addition, the study aimed to
present certain suggestions to overcome the challenges she faces. In order to
achieve the study objectives, the study adopted the analytical descriptive method. A
questionnaire was designed and applied on a (400) female laborer sample was
selected randomly from (8) shopping centers in Jeddah. The study concluded the
following findings: the age of more than half of the sample varies from (20 to 29)
years. The majorities of them are not married and have secondary education
certificate. They are paid salaries between (2500 to 4500) SAR. The study showed
that the majority of the sample are working as a retail salesperson and sales
accountants with job experience less than one year. In addition, they belong to
families with low economic income. The findings revealed the high level of
economic empowerment for woman working in shopping centers as the general
level of items answers were high towards the economic and social empowerment
indexes. The arithmetical mean of answers reached (4.0) with Standard Deviation

(1.1) in the two dimensions.
Accordingly, the study concluded certain recommendations including:
improving the conditions of woman work in shopping centers, providing training

opportunities suiting work in shopping centers so as to achieve cognitive
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development for workers and enable them to meet the requirements of work. In
addition, the study recommend nurseries of children inside shopping centers or at
nearby place.
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