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Media Framing of Food Crises in Algeria through Print Journalism
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Abstract:
This study aims to identify how the newspapers "El Massa" and "Echourouk” covered the mass
consumption goods crisis that Algeria witnessed in late 2022, and to evaluate this media treatment. It
relies on the analytical method and employs content analysis, using a sample selected via the industrial
week technique.
The study found that both public and private newspapers adopted an official editorial line, characterized
by official discourse focused on reassuring the public, highlighting government efforts in confronting
food crises, providing basic commodities, and combating speculation. They predominantly emphasized
that the primary cause of the crisis was speculation and monopoly, and that government entities were
the main actors in addressing the crisis. This indicates that the media discourse was oriented towards
highlighting the state's role in crisis management. The coverage also addressed the hoarding of goods as
an effect of the crisis. Furthermore, the newspapers relied heavily on official sources and statements
from government officials, demonstrating that the media discourse was closer to official transmission
than to diverse journalistic investigation and analysis.
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