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Abstract:

Algeria has long been distinguished by its prominent centers of learning
(Hadhira), which played a pivotal role in preserving the identity of Algerian
society. These centers were instrumental in disseminating and safeguarding
knowledge through a network of Zawyias, mosques, and educational
institutions. Notable among these are the centers of Tlemcen, Bejaia, and
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Algiers, and most specifically, the Touat region—one of the most
significant intellectual strongholds whose influence extended into
neighboring African regions and resonated far to the east and west.
Discussing the Touat center entails an exploration of a community
renowned for its devotion to knowledge. Their primary focus lay in the
service of the Holy Qur’an, encompassing its instruction, study, and the
various auxiliary sciences supporting it. This scholarly environment
produced eminent jurists and scholars, as well as Zawiyas that radiated both
knowledge and piety. Furthermore, their manuscript libraries stand as a
testament to their meticulous care and proficiency in Exegesis (Tafsir).
Biographies of scholars prior to the 12th century AH (18th century CE)
document a profound engagement with this discipline. In the 9th century
AH (15th century CE), for instance, we find several compositions by
Sheikh Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim al-Maghili, a scholar of exegesis and
Qur’anic sciences. Notable among his works are Al-Badr al-Munir fi ‘Ilm
al-Tafsir (The Radiant Full Moon in the Science of Exegesis) and his
commentary on Surat al-Fatiha
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