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Abstract:
This article analyzes the vital role played by custom (urf), as a
subsidiary source of legislation in Islamic jurisprudence, in realizing social

security in its comprehensive sense. The study shows that, when governed
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by usul principles, custom functions not only as a mechanism for regulating
conduct but also as an effective instrument for enhancing stability, justice,
and tranquility within society. It concludes that custom is not merely a
social habit; rather, it is a flexible legislative tool that endows Islamic
jurisprudence with the capacity to adapt to changes of time and place,
thereby making it a vital means of ensuring the continuity of the Sharia and
people’s compliance with it. It further serves as a primary point of reference
for specifying matters left indeterminate by the Lawgiver, and as an
important indicium for construing the parties’ intentions and resolving
disputes that may arise between them, insofar as it delineates the bounds of
rights and obligations—particularly those not explicitly stipulated at the
time of contracting. Custom also plays a role in strengthening social
solidarity and cohesion; hence Islam ratified certain pre-Islamic customs
that realize this important objective.

Keywords: urf; subsidiary proofs of Islamic law; social stability; maqasid
al-sharia.
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