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Sheikh Muhammad ibn Yisuf Atfayyash—widely known among the
Ibadi scholars as Qutb al-A’immah (the Pivot of the Imams)—was one of
the most prominent scholars of the 13th century AH from the M’zab Valley.
Renowned for his valuable writings and his distinguished scholarly stature,
he attained the rank of absolute ijtihad and became a primary reference for
knowledge and legal opinions (fatwas) in M’zab and across the Ibadi
centers of learning worldwide.

In his juristic reasoning, Qutb al-A’immah often relied on customary
practice (‘urf), applying it in many legal issues presented to him by his own
community, drawing upon the local M’zabi custom. This approach aimed to
preserve the foundations of the local society, protect it from instability and
disorder, and ensure social harmony. Consequently, his legal opinions were
widely accepted among his people.

This paper seeks to examine Qutb al-A’immah’s juristic applications
of custom in local contexts through the following outline:

* Introductory section: A biographical and intellectual overview of
Qutb al-A’immah and his scholarly legacy.

* Section One: The authority of “urf (custom) in the legal thought of
Qutb al-A’immabh.

* Section Two: His consideration of local custom in juristic reasoning
and ijtihad.
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