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Abstract:
This paper, entitled “The Contribution of Custom to the Construction of

Individual and Collective Identity in the Ibadi M’zabite Community”, aims
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to elucidate the concept of custom (‘urf) and its status within the
foundations of Ibadi Islamic jurisprudence. It further seeks to clarify the
meaning of Ibadi M’zabite identity, highlight its core foundations, and
demonstrate the role of M’zabite customs in shaping both individual and
collective identity. This is achieved by underscoring the function of the
halga (council) in educating and nurturing younger generations, as well as
its leading role in the administration of society through preaching and
guidance. The study also presents a set of customs related to the rituals of
marriage and wedding ceremonies, as well as funeral and mourning
practices.

The research concludes that the preservation of individual and collective
identity within the Ibadi M’zabite community, through custom, can be
attributed to two main factors: first, the regulatory authority exercised by
the legislative and supervisory body over custom in the community,
embodied in the Council of ‘Azzaba, which represents the highest authority;
and second, the fact that these customs are derived from Islamic law
(shari‘a), which facilitates their acceptance and continuity within the
Muslim community.

Keywords: Custom, Identity, Ibadiyya, M’zab.
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