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Abstract:

This article addresses the phenomenon of Orientalism in Algeria, with
a focus on its hidden objectives and conceptual framework. Drawing on
Edward Said’s critical theory, the study sheds light on how French
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Orientalists depicted Algerian society as exotic and backward, portraying it
as needing Western guardianship.

Orientalism functioned as both a justification for colonialism and a tool of
cultural domination, reinforcing stereotypes and undermining indigenous
systems of knowledge. The study highlights the role of key Orientalist figures
such as Louis Massignon, analyzing their contributions to reshaping Algerian
identity and religious discourse. Furthermore, the study investigates the
impact of Orientalism on colonial policies, educational systems, and
representations of Islam in Algeria.

The study also concludes with reflections on the enduring influence of
Orientalist thought in postcolonial Algeria, stressing the need to deconstruct
historical narratives and approach them with critical awareness. This work
aims to deepen understanding of the ideological mechanisms that sustained
colonial rule in the Maghreb.

Keywords: Orientalism, Algeria, Edward Said, Cultural domination.
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1-Said, Orientalism, p 7.
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1-Jules Ferry, Discours sur la colonisation, prononcé a la Chambre des députés, le 28 juillet 1885, p 8.
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10. Al-Azmeh, Aziz. Islam and Modernities. London: Verso, 1993.
11. Said, Edward. Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books, 1978.



