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The Russian Foreign Policy Toward the Middle East (2011-2024):
Syria as a Case Study
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Abstract

Since assuming power in Russia, Russian President Vladimir Putin has
sought to restore Russia's role in the Middle East and the world. This goal was
achieved after the outbreak of the Syrian crisis in 2011. Syria became Russia's
gateway to the international arena as a major power, challenging the United
States' monopoly on global leadership and Western centralism as a whole.
Moscow pursued an active foreign policy toward Syria, driven by its desire to
achieve a number of goals, most notably affirming its return to the international
arena and gaining access to warm waters. Moscow also sought to combat
terrorist organizations and consolidate its dominance over global markets,
particularly European ones, by thwarting attempts to extend gas pipelines from
the Arabian Gulf to Europe via Syria. Russia's role had political, economic, and
social dimensions, all of which contributed to creating a new reality that
strengthened Russia's role and position in the Middle East. However, following
the fall of the regime of ousted Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, Russia faces
strategic challenges that threaten the effectiveness and future of its role in Syria
in particular and the Middle East in general.

Keywords: Russia, Syria, Middle East ,Foreign Policy, The international stage.
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