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The Right of the Child to Rest, Leisure, and Participation in
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- Abstract :

This study examines the child’s right to rest, leisure, and to participate in
cultural and artistic activities as a fundamental entitlement under international
human rights law, with a focus on assessing the degree of alignment between the
international framework and the national legal system in Iraqg. It analyzes the
extent to which Iraqgi legislation complies with relevant international

obligations, particularly the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its
General Comment No. 17, as well as pertinent Arab and Islamic instruments.
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The research adopts a comparative analytical methodology, juxtaposing the four
normative levels (international, regional, Arab, and Islamic) with the Iraqi legal
framework to identify areas of convergence and divergence, and to pinpoint
legislative and practical gaps. The findings reveal a general recognition and
partial harmonization of this right within Iragi law, yet highlight deficiencies in
the level of detail, as well as weaknesses in implementation and oversight
mechanisms. The study concludes with legislative, policy, and institutional
recommendations aimed at completing the national legal framework,
strengthening inter-institutional coordination, and ensuring adequate resource
allocation to guarantee the effective protection and realization of this right.

Keywords: Child’s right, rest and leisure, cultural and artistic activities, Iraqi
legislation, international instruments, legal protection, human rights.
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