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Abstract:

Orientalists showed exceptional interest in Islamic heritage: they
translated, edited, and preserved numerous manuscripts. They also uncovered a
new source for Islamic history—namely, figh al-nawazil (jurisprudence of new
or exceptional cases). In addition, they proposed ideas that served the Arabic
language, such as the concept of a historical dictionary of Arabic, among others.
However, what concerns us in this article is their attention to heritage books,
especially works on hisbah (market regulation and public morality), as well as
the studies produced in this field. As an example, it draws on the book Nihayat
al-Rutbah fi Talab al-Hisbah by al-Shayzari. How did Orientalists come to
discover this book, and what were the motives behind their interest in it?

Keywords: Orientalist scholarship and the study of the Hisba System in
Islamic societies
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