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Abstract:

Recent years have witnessed a significant expansion in the proliferation of fatwas
across digital platforms, posing major challenges related to ensuring their quality,
credibility, and alignment with both Sharia controls and digital media
requirements.

This research aims to study the governance of the digital fatwa industry, focusing
on its regulation and media utilization mechanisms. It achieves this by surveying
the opinions of a number of religious leaders, media experts, and academics
regarding the current state of this industry and the best methods for its management.
The study adopts a field-analytical approach based on semi-structured in-depth
interviews, aiming to provide a clear vision for regulating digital fatwas and
utilizing them responsibly, while proposing a practical model that balances Sharia
compliance with effective media communication.

The findings reveal that digital fatwas have become an essential tool for
communicating with the public, and that their management requires a delicate
balance between Sharia accuracy and media effectiveness. Furthermore, the
interview results revealed tangible efforts by official religious institutions, such as
Al-Azhar Al-Sharif and the Egyptian Dar Al-Ifta, to expand the reach of fatwas
while maintaining their Sharia authority. The results also emphasized the urgent
need to develop clear governance mechanisms to ensure the quality, clarity, and
effectiveness of digital fatwas.

The research yielded a set of recommendations, including: strengthening the
institutional and digital infrastructure of religious bodies; developing the human
resources of both muftis and media experts; establishing precise guidelines for
digital fatwas and their responsible media utilization; and enhancing cooperation
between Islamic jurists (Fugaha) and media experts to ensure balanced, reliable
content that achieves clarity and engagement with the audience.

Keywords: Governance, Fatwa Industry, Digital Media, Sharia Control, Media
Utilization.
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