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Abstract:
Fatwa holds immense significance in Islamic societies, as it bears the responsibility

of clarifying the Sharia (Islamic legal) ruling for those who seek it. Its primary
function is to elucidate the Sharia ruling to the enquirer in a clear style and lucid
language.
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In this regard, it is considered a communal obligation (Fard Kifayah) incumbent
upon the Muslim Ummah (community); if fulfilled by some, the sin is lifted
from the rest.

The role of Fatwa, however, is not confined to clarifying Sharia rulings. Rather,
it can perform multiple functions within society, including educating the
community and maintaining its stability and social fabric. Furthermore, it plays
a vital role in reinforcing social defense and achieving social solidarity.

This paper seeks to demonstrate this by aiming to clarify the subsidiary functions
that Fatwa performs within a social context. Relying on both descriptive and
deductive methodologies, the study concludes that when Fatwa is optimally
utilized, it serves multiple functions that assist both the enquirer and society in
maximizing benefits and minimizing harms.

Keywords: Fatwa, Mufti, [jtihad (Independent Juristic Reasoning), Functions
of Fatwa.
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