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Abstract:

This research examines the problematic shift in fatwa production, from it’s
traditional model -based on individual ijtihad- to a contemporary model of
organized institutional production. This shift is necessitated by the increasing
complexity of modern life and the intricate nature of emerging jurisprudential
contingencies (Nawazil).

The research begins by establishing a theoretical grounding for the "Fatwa
Industry" as a complex, systematic, and methodological process designed to derive
Sharia rulings appropriate for specific cases. It also demonstrates that individual
Ijtihad has historically formed the foundation of fatwa giving, offering flexibility
and rapid response tied to the scholarly and ethical character of the mufti. However,
this model faces significant contemporary challenges, including the proliferation of
specialized issues and the risks associated with public discourse in the digital media
age. Consequently, the research advocates for a transition toward institutional
production which relies on collective work within scholarly bodies that bring
together multidisciplinary perspectives and adhere to methodological standards In
research and deliberation.

The research concludes by emphasizing the importance of institutional
Fatwa in the present time, and calls for combining the authenticity of individual
Ijtihad with the discipline of institutional work. It further recommends developing
coordination mechanisms, qualifying Muftis for collective work, and activating
collective Ijtihad to fulfill the higher objectives of Sharia (Maqasid). The study is
structured into three chapters and a conclusion.

Keywords: Fatwa production, Individual Fatwa, Institutional Fatwa, Institutional
Production, Individual Ijtihad
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