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Abstract:

Since their inception, zawiyas have held a prominent place and played a significant
role in Algerian society. Their abundance, widespread presence across cities,
villages, mountains, hills, and vast deserts, as well as the strong attachment people
have to them and their esteemed leaders, all attest to their importance within the
community. Zawiyas have been, and continue to be, centers of spiritual, educational,
and scientific influence. They played a crucial role in preserving the fundamental
components of Algerian identity, in addition to their various social functions and
their historical role in resisting colonization and repelling invaders.

During the Ottoman era, scientific and cultural life was largely built upon religious
institutions that fulfilled educational and instructional roles. Among these, zawiyas
stood out as the most important institutions, alongside mosques and Qur'anic and
scientific schools. The primary mission of zawiyas, scattered throughout Algeria,
was to preserve the Quran, focusing on its memorization, teaching, and recitation
as the foundational source of Islam and the Arabic language. By safeguarding the
Quran, the Algerian nation also preserved its religion, language, and core identity.

This accomplishment was due to the dedication of esteemed scholars and leaders
who devoted their lives to this noble purpose, committing themselves to serve the
Quran, Islam, and their homeland. Additionally, during the Ottoman period,
zawiyas served as centers for the dissemination of knowledge, functioning as higher
institutions for religious education. Major cultural centers were home to zawiyas
that educated distinguished scholars, saints, and pious individuals, especially in
cities like Algiers, Tlemcen, Constantine, Bejaia, and the Kabyle region, where the
Rahmaniyya Sufi order was widespread. This order later led popular resistance
movements against French colonialism in the Kabyle area.

Beyond their scientific and cultural contributions and preservation of national
identity, zawiyas also played a historical role in defending the sanctity of Islam and
the homeland whenever threatened by enemies or foreign occupiers.

Keyword: Zawiyas, The Ottoman Period, Mosques, Schools.
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