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The interpretation of Emir Abdelkader El Djezairi
and the question of approach: an analytical study

Abstract:

This article studies the interpretation of Emir
Abdelkader El Djezairi of the holy Quran through his book
“Al-Mawagqif”, and It differentiates between two levels of
interpretation in it, namely the allegorical interpretation (al-
tafsir al-ishari) by which a number of scholars of Sufism
are known, and the traditional interpretation in its various
schools. In addition to these two levels, the study included
an introduction and a conclusion in which we mentioned its
results.

We found that most of what was mentioned in “Al-
Mawagqif” regarding interpretation has its origin in spiritual
recital and not acquisition, and for this reason, his work is
called the allegorical interpretation. We also find that Emir
Abdelkader mentioned his method, which is the approach
of Sufism in general, and he invoked the Qur’an and
Sunnah for it. The reader of allegorical interpretation
should distinguish between the Qur’an as a text and a
discourse since the spiritual recital in the manner that we
have studied with Emir relates to the discourse addressed to
the author and not to the text of the Qur’an, and there is no
contradiction between it and the scientific study, and such a
may not be called an exegesis or interpretation and the Emir
himself does not claim This. The signals of Emir
Abdelkader are decorated with texts and narrations about
Sufism, and with mention of his flags. “Al-Mawaqif” of
Emir Abdelkader was not without the scientific (classic)
study of the Holy Qur’an, and he showed wide knowledge
of Islamic science. “Al-Mawaqif” of Emir Abdelkader
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included critical reviews, including his criticism of scholars
of theology and hadith scholars.

Keywords: Emir Abdelkader, the allegorical
interpretation, the traditional interpretation, “Al-Mawaqif”,
Sufism.
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