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The early beginnings of religious educational buildings in the Islamic
world and Algeria: zawiyas and schools as a model
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Abstract:

There is no doubt that zawiyas and madrasas, as architectural institutions with both educational and religious
functions, played a remarkable role in the dissemination of knowledge and learning throughout the Islamic world in
general, and particularly in the Central Maghreb and Algeria. These religious establishments served as centers for
teaching and spiritual formation, places for the training of scholars and Qur'an memorizers, and as spaces for the
diffusion of Islamic culture within society. Historical, geographical, and literary sources across the different Islamic
periods consistently attest to the abundance and significance of these institutions, which often acted as mediators
between the state and society, and between religion and culture. This historical testimony is further confirmed by the
material remains still visible in many urban and rural settlements, reflecting the architectural diversity and functional
richness of these buildings. Studying these institutions offers valuable insights into their role in shaping the cultural

and intellectual identity of Algeria within the broader Islamic world.
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