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Abstract:
Many scholars of Orientalism have sought to present to the world translated versions of the Qur'an, the Book
of Allah. Translation efforts have spanned from the twelfth century to the present day, resulting in over one
hundred translations into the English language. The most recent translation, to the best of my knowledge, is
by the Canadian Gordon D. Nickel (2020 A.D.). In the annotations of Sam Gerrans' translation, he identifies
certain words, such as "martyr," "ghusl," and "ablution” (wudu’), as not being directly from the Qur'an. He
supports his approach by disassociating from the Sunnah and its adherents, while adhering strictly to the Holy
Qur'an. Although Sam is not of Arab descent, his stance as a Quranist is unwavering, similar to Quranists
within our own community. However, the question arises: does true dedication to the Qur'an, through
reading, studying, and translating, entail adherence to its teachings, or does it involve complete avoidance and
contradiction by rejecting elements closely associated with it?

Keywords: Non-Quranic words; The Quran; the sunnah (Prophetic Tradition); Quranist.
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This word (sg. shahid, pl. shuhada’) has been repurposed by the Traditionalist to mean
martyr (which, in practice, is a somewhat generous way of describing people killed in
military action). A witness may, in fact, be called upon to become a martyr. However,

the fact of dying in a non-Qur'anic struggle to set up a temporal empire with a non-

Qur'anic religion at its core means nothing in this context. (Gerrans, 2022)
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A witness in the Qur'anic sense is someone who stands up and warns a society to turn

to God alone (not to a religion of human contrivance). (Gerrans S., 2022)
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And those who believe in God and His messengers: it is they who are the men of truth
and the witnesses in the sight of their Lord — they have their reward, and their light.

But those who ignore warning and deny Our proofs: those are the companions of Hell.
(Gerrans S., 2022)
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If injury touches you: there has touched people an injury the like thereof. And those
are the days We alternate among men, both that God might know those who heed

warning, and take witnesses among you — and God loves not the wrongdoers.

(Gerrans S.,2022)
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And whoso obeys God and the Messenger, those are with them whom God has

favoured of the prophets, and the men of truth, and the witnesses, and the righteous;

and good are those as companions. (Gerrans S., 2022)
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The instance here of the form VIl of the verb ghasala is the only one in the text. This
fact makes it vulnerable to the Traditionalist's practice of ascribing highly specialised

values to rare or unique terms — values which have no explicit Qur'anic basis... the

gh-s-l root occurs a total of four times (4:43, 5:6, 38:42, 69:36). (Gerrans S., 2022)
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