
Abstract 

This research examines the phenomenon of identity fragmentation in the 

novel Al-Ahwal (2025) by Iraqi novelist Mahdi Al-Jaber. The novel 

depicts the journey of a poor, working-class Iraqi family in Al-Thawra 



City, Baghdad, during the turbulent era of the Iran-Iraq War (1980–1988) 

and the Ba'athist regime's suppression of all forms of opposition. 

The study seeks to elucidate the manifestations of identity fragmentation 

on political, intellectual, social, psychological, and existential levels. This 

is achieved by observing the novel's characters and analyzing their 

internal and relational structures, with a particular focus on the central 

protagonist, "Hakim Al-Ahwal," as a unique model of a complex identity 

that resists shattering despite the storms of oppression, loss, and fear. 

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach coupled with a 

sociocultural approach. It concludes that the novel presents a rare literary 

model that diagnoses the fragmentation of Iraqi identity in the 1980s 

across multiple levels: conflicting identities under the roof of a single 

nation and family, an intellectual conflict between Marxism, religion, and 

authoritarian rule, class tension between human dignity and social 

exclusion, and an existential crisis between love, exile, and death. 








































