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ABSTRACT: | The metaverse represents one of the most prominent

emerging concepts in the contemporary digital
environment. It constitutes a three-dimensional virtual
space built upon the integration of virtual reality (VR),
augmented reality (AR), and interactive media within a
unified communicative ecosystem. This development goes
beyond the technological dimension, provoking an
extensive epistemological debate on how to approach it as
a concept within the field of communication studies,
especially given the diversity of theoretical perspectives
and the varying definitional frameworks across
technological, social, and communicative domains. Hence,
there is a growing need to formulate a precise conceptual
framework that defines the essence of the metaverse,
distinguishes it from related notions such as digital media,
virtual reality, new media, and interactive spaces, and
clarifies its position within the contemporary
communication system.

This paper aims to trace the epistemological foundations of
the metaverse by examining key theoretical approaches
that have addressed it and by analyzing its communicative
characteristics, including interactivity, immersion, and
symbolic multidimensionality. It further seeks to highlight
the transformations the metaverse introduces at the level of
media understanding — in terms of both content
production mechanisms and the reconfiguration of the
sender—receiver relationship within an environment that
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transcends spatial and temporal boundaries. The
development of such conceptual frameworks not only
enriches the academic field but also contributes to
establishing theoretical foundations for understanding the
metaverse as a new phase in the evolution of human
communication and digital media.

Key Words: | Metaverse ; Media ; Digital Media ; Interactive Media ;
Virtual Environment.
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